The Church School House

OPPORTUNITY SHOP

Shortly after St, Peter’s acquired the Church School House property [where the parking lot now
is; has since been torn down], the need arose for a fire escape so that the Church School Classes could
be held there.

A three day “Trinket and Treasure” consignment sale was planned and enough money made
to buy and install the fire escape.

A year passed and people began to ask if this sale could be an annual affair. During World War
II, when good clothing was hard to buy, Mrs. Edward South and Mrs. Charles Lester dreamed up the
Opportunity Shop—a place to sell almost anything, 25% of the selling price to go into [the Rev.] Mr.
Onderdonk’s Discretionary Fund.

The original shop opened in the laundry under the kitchen and 35¢ was cleared the first day.

Our need for larger space always seemed to be a problem and we went to the first floor, then
the third, having to lock up our merchandise each night in the cellar and closets. Then the Church
School needed the 3rd floor for a Chapel and class rooms, so we folded our tents the next year and
moved to the old Acolyte Room and Shooting Range in the church [underneath the chapel]. This had
its disadvantages as we would have to keep customers and their sometimes boisterous children quiet
during the services held above us. So once more, we moved to the 2nd floor of the Church School
House, this time for three years.

In the fall of 1952, we moved to the garage apartment. This goon proved too small and in the
fall of 1953 the Opportunity Shop acquired the entire garage space. Operating in our own building,
we now have considerably more expense; heat, light, tele phone, renovations, etc. To help defray
these costs, we have instituted a membership fee of $1.00 per customer for the privilege of selling
goods. This fund was sufficient to pay all expenses last year, which amounted to around $900.00. At
present the Opportunity Shop is gelling for over 1100 people and grossing about $10,000, a year,

We have many friends who have become volunteer workers under the capable management of
Mrs. Gay Crawford and Mrs. Harry Brand—and a terrific bookkeeping system supervised by Mrs.
Carl Buck and Mrs. Edwin R.D. Fox

We’ve have had our problems, but we also have derived a great sense of satisfaction and Joy
from our combined efforts.

Eleanor Brand (Mrs. H.LL)
Elizabeth Lyman (Mrs. T.)
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