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HoLY WEEK AND EASTER THANKS

e Thanks to the Altar Guild for their hard work
throughout the season, and the beautiful decorations
in the Nave and All Saints’ Chapel.

e Thanks to all Altar Guild members and friends for
making palm crosses on the day before Palm Sunday

e Thanks to our Parish Choir and Handbell Choir for
their beautiful music throughout Holy Week and
Easter—and special thanks to our section leaders
Taryn Spoto, Giulia Utz, Michael Barretti and Kevin
Johnson for their leadership. The Parish Choir sang
for eight services from Palm Sunday to Easter Day.

e Thanks to Sunday School for a successful food drive
for the Caldwell Food Pantry and to their parents and
families for all their support.

e Thanks to all Acolytes, Lectors, and Ushers for their
leadership in all of our Holy Week and Easter
liturgies.

e Thanks to our staff for all their care and hard work.

e Thanks to Deacon Ginny and Mark Trautman for
organizing an Easter Coffee Hour.

e Thanks to all who gave generously to Easter lilies and
Easter music this season.

COMING UP IN THE GREAT FIFTY DAYS

Good Shepherd Sunday, April 26

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is commonly known as “Good Shepherd Sunday” because of
the Epistle and Gospel associated with this day for centuries. In the first years of persecution
in the church, the most common representation of our Lord in Christian art was the Good
Shepherd. The scriptures, prayers, and hymns that day will remind us that Jesus is the “Good
Shepherd of his people” who “lays down His life for the sheep.”

Rogation Sunday, May 10

For centuries the church has set aside the three days before Ascension Thursday as
“Rogation Days,” from the Latin rogare, which means “to ask.” These days were set aside to
ask God’s blessings on crops and harvests and to grant us temperate weather. This was also
the Sunday set aside as a time to “beat the bounds,” or trace the geographical boundaries of

the parish.



In the collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter (BCP page 225), we ask God to pour
into our hearts such love, that “we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain
[your| promises.” The inspiration for the prayer is 1 Corinthians 2:9: “As it is written, ‘What
no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for
those who love him’—these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.”

Ascension, May 14

Throughout the scriptures, the number forty designates a
period of testing and trial. In the Old Testament,
examples include the children of Israel being tested in the
wilderness for forty years, and Noah’s faith put to the test
of forty days and nights of rain. In the New Testament,
Jesus’ fasting of forty days before he began his public
ministry is the basis for our observance of Lent each year.
(The picture is the Ascension window in All Saints’ Chapel,
dedicated to the Rev. Harold and Mrs. Sophia Onderdonk,
Ascension, 1968).

In Acts 1:3, we are told of another time of testing,
that Jesus “presented himself alive to them by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them during the forty days and speaking about the kingdom
of God” before miraculously ascending into the heavens in the sight of the apostles. As
Jesus withdrew his visible presence from that particular place and time so that he could be
invisibly present with his followers everywhere and all
times, the apostles began the business of forming the
church. After the Ascension the eleven chose Matthias as
the twelfth apostle and prepared for the coming of the
Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.
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Pentecost and Holy Baptism, May 24

Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day after Easter. It
commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
apostles in “tongues of fire” and marks the foundation of
the Christian Church. It celebrates God’s love that binds
us together in Christian fellowship and reminds us of the
power of the Holy Spirit working in us to continue
Christ’s redemption through us. These reasons make Pentecost one of the great Baptismal
feasts of the Church Year. If you know someone who desires the Sacrament of Baptism,
please reach out to the Parish Office (info@stpeters.otg). —Mark Trantman

Episcopal Visitation, Trinity Sunday

The Right Reverend Carlye J. Hughes, Eleventh Bishop of Newark, will
make her annual visitation on Trinity Sunday, May 31. Canon law requires
every diocesan bishop to visit every congregation in his or her diocese at
least once every three years. Be sure to come and welcome Bishop Hughes
to St. Peter’s!

CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR CHILDREN
Sunday School News

Dear Families,
Thank you to everyone who has generously contributed to our Sunday School Lenten
service project in support of the Caldwell Food Pantry. Your kindness and support are
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greatly appreciated. As we prepare to assemble the individual
shelf-stable lunches, we are still in need of two cases of mini
water bottles, granola bars, and one-two boxes of individually
packaged cookies and/or chips. If you ate able to donate,
please do so at your convenience.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to
the SPY children for their help in hiding all 250 eggs for our
church Easter egg hunt. The younger children had a
wonderful time, and we are grateful for their enthusiasm and 3 'Y
effort. i |

Finally, we are seeking volunteers for the Family Eucharist on April 19. We need
three readers, two children to bring forward the elements, and two ushers. Please email me if
your child is interested in participating.— Lindsay Thompson

Communion Class

Children will have an opportunity to make their First Holy Communion after Easter. All
baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion—this is not an Episcopal Table; it is
the Lord’s Table. If your child has recently begun to receive Holy Communion, but has not
had instruction, it would be appropriate for them to attend this as well. The dates are
Sunday, April 26 after the 10 am Mass, and Saturday, May 2 at 9:30 am (to make the
communion bread). On Sunday, May 3, Communion Recognition will take place at the 10
am Mass. There is a $25 registration fee per family. To register, contact the Parish Office; for
more information, reach out to Father Nate.

Vacation Bible School 2026

Save the date: We are excited to announce that ;"’i;:@:%)v
registration for VBS 2026 is now open! The dates this z\ﬁi&‘ﬁg?
year are August 3-7. You can register usjng the QR code X
below. Snowball Mountain Challenge: Find Your Strength in God

Children in Pre-K (at least age 3 and fully potty- Where: S ettt
trained) through 5th grade are welcome to join us as — i)
campers, and anyone entering 6th grade or older can Who:
serve as a volunteer. If you register your camper before IS RATION 1S NOW OPEA:

ittps://sty Lol Al A

June 30, the cost is $75. After that date, the price goes
up to $90 per camper. Please register as soon as

possible, since space is limited. Registration will close on iy < = e
July 20. Please note: There is no cost for e o Reweland Avemae, Foss Pl S oromt
volunteers. Contact Sarah, Jack, and Luke (e 5 kit o et e
Latson for more information; email us at

spefvbs@gmail.com.

Eoth campers and volunteers must register.
Please do this scon, since space s limited! Registration will close on July 20.

We look forward to welcoming you to the VBS family!

If you have questions, please email spefibs@gmuail.com

Music News

Lenten Vespers

Choirs from St. Peter’s and Holy Innocents,
West Orange presented a service of Vespers
under the direction of Mark Trautman and
Dr. Laura Greenwald on Sunday, March 22.
This is the second collaboration of our choir
with the Church of the Holy Innocents, and
we look forward to many more.
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Join A Choir

The Parish Choir (Adults and older teens) rehearses on Thursday at 7:30 pm in the Choir
Room. The Handbell Choir rehearses on Wednesdays at 7 pm in the south transept of the
nave. Everyone is welcome! Reach out to Mark Trautman to find out more.

Easter Music
Thanks to the many folks who contributed to ‘
our Friends of Music to help defray the cost ‘
of instrumentalists this year. We were able to ||
have a string quartet, flute, and trumpet on
Easter morning thanks to your generosity;
and it was a pleasure to welcome Connor
Leach back to St. Peter’s.

THE WORK OF MINISTRY

This Summer at Cross Roads

This summer at Cross Roads, there is a place for everyone to belong, grow, and experience
God in a meaningful way. Whether your camper is ready for their first week away, looking to
deepen their creativity, or stepping into leadership, camp offers something for every stage.
Dates and times at www.crossroadsretreat.com.

Youth Camp | Grades 2-8
Our classic week-long camp experience invites campers to step away from screens and into a
week filled with faith, friendship, and adventure. Through worship, time in nature, and

shared experiences, campers grow in confidence and connection while building lasting
relationships. July 5-11; 12-18; 19-25; July 26—August 1; August 2—8.

Congregational Camp Week | July 5-11

A new way to experience camp together. During this shared week, Youth Camp,
Confirmation Camp, and Senior High programs all take place at the same time, creating
space for entire church communities to grow in faith side by side. Bring your youth, your
leaders, and your community to reconnect, build relationships, and experience camp
together.

Leaders-in-Training (LIT) | July 19-August 8

For older high school students ready to lead, the LIT program is a three-week immersive
experience focused on leadership, faith, and service. Participants learn what it means to be a
counselor, build strong community, and gain hands-on experience working with campers.
Spaces in this once-in-a-lifetime, faith-based leadership development experience are limited.
LITs must be at least 16 years old by July 1, 2026, and have finished 11th grade. Applications
are due by April 29, 2026. Register and Find out more at www.crossroadsretreat.com.

St. Paul’s, Paterson Men’s Shelter

The D’Avella family cooked and served a feast for the
men—~Pasta al Forno, baked turkey breasts, salad, pineapple
rolls, cupcakes and fresh fruit/granola bars to go! Thank yon.
St. Petet’s serves meals at the men’s shelter in Paterson each
month. This is a great family activity or a meaningful way to
team up with friends to help those in need.

St. Peter’s OpShop
Spring has Sprung at the OpShop! We’re back and the whole store has been turned over and
refreshed. Come see what’s new and bring a friend! Thursdays 11 am-2 pm and Saturdays 10
am-2 pm. Check out our page here: www.facebook.com/TheOpShop
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New OpShop Manager

St. Peter’s Opportunity Shop seeks a new manager. Founded in 1943, the “OpShop” offers
clothing, art, small furniture, home goods, and vintage collectibles. Parish and community
volunteers staff our not-for-profit thrift shop, which provides support for community
outreach and more. We’re looking for someone who enjoys working with others, building
relationships, and being part of a supportive community. Strong communication,
organization, and a positive attitude are key. The post is currently a volunteer-only position.
To apply, please send a resume with three references to the Parish Office

(info@stpetersef.org). We actively seek talent regardless of
race, gender, sexual orientation, or disability. Deadline for
applications is May 1, 2026.

Street Fair
Our beloved Street Fair is Friday, June 5 from 4-10 pm. Please
join us in welcoming our community for this fun-filled event.
There’s plenty of opportunities for everyone to help with this
exciting ministry, first held at St. Peter’s in the
early 1930s. Contact Mary Shearin
(shearchaos38@gmail.com, 973-590-1678) or
Christiana Doyle (doyle531@hotmail.com).
Use the QR code here to sign up to help.

Holy Week and Easter at St. Peter’s

ST. PETER’S

STREET FAIR

- m‘ﬁ,. S,
clbk:ul)lunn ‘"‘-“‘;' ..(:::::nn
onite s mtwt
&
Live Music
cowme One, Come Ajpr

271 Roseland Ave, Essex Fells



mailto:info@stpetersef.org
mailto:shearchaos38@gmail.com
mailto:doyle531@hotmail.com

APRIL 2026

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Saturday

10 am, Church
Communion
Class

1 2—TRIDUUM 3— TRIDUUM 4— TRIDUUM
Wednesday in | Maundy Good Friday Holy Saturday
Holy Week Thursday Stations of the | Great Vigil,
Tenebrae, Eucharist and | Cross, noon 7 pm
7 pm Footwashing, | Liturgy, 7 pm
7 pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
HE, 9amand | AA, 7 pm Office Closed OpShop, Office Closed | Altar Guild,
117 am, Church | Office Closed Office Closed | 11 am-2 pm Game Day, 10 am
Office Closed | 1-4 OpShop,
10 am-2 pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff Interment, Altar Guild,
HE, 8 am, Meeting, 1 pm | 10 am 10 am
10 am, Handbell OpShop, OpShop,
No 4 pm Choir, 7 pm 17T am-2 pm 10 am-2 pm
Parish Choir,
7:30 pm
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop, 11 Game Day, St. Mark the
HE, 8 am, Meeting, 1 pm | am-2 pm 1-4 Evangelist
4pm, Chapel Handbell Parish Choir, Altar Guild,
10 am, Church Choir, 7 pm; 7:30 pm 10 am
4:45 SPY Garden Club, OpShop,
6:30-9:30 10 am-2 pm
26 27 28 29 30
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop,
May Meeting, 1 pm | 11T am-2 pm
HE, 8 am, Messenger Handbell Parish Choir,
4pm, Chapel | Deadline Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm




MAY 2026

Monday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 2
St. Philip and | Communion
St. James, Class, 9:30
Apostles Altar CU/Id,
Wedding 10 am
rehearsal, 5:30 | OpShop,
10 am-2 pm
Adams
Wedding, 4 pm
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop,
HE, 8 am, St. Paul’s Men’s Meeting, 1 pm | 11 am-2 pm Altar Guild,
4pm, Chapel Shelter Handbell Parish Choir, 10 am
10 am, Church Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm OpShop,
Communion 10 am-2 pm;
Class recog., 10 Duffy Bell
requiem, 11 am
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Altar Guild,
OpShop, 10 am
HE, 8 am, AA, 7 pm Parish Staff 17 am-2 pm OpShop,
4pm, Chapel Meeting, 1 pm | Parish Choir, 10 am-2 pm
10 am, Church Handbell 7:30 pm
Choir, 7 pm
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop, 11 Game Day, Altar Guild,
Meeting, 1 pm | am-2 pm 1-4 10 am
Handbell Parish Choir, OpShop,
HE, 8 am, Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm 10 am-2 pm
4pm, Chapel
10 am, Church
4:45 SPY
24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30
Pentecost/ AA, 7 pm OpShop, Altar Guild,
Memorial Day, Parish Staff 11 am-2 pm 10 am
HE, 8 am, office closed Meeting, 1 pm | Parish Choir, OpShop,
4pm, Chapel Handbell 7:30 pm 10 am-2 pm
10 am, Church Choir, 7 pm
Bishop’s Visit, Messenger
May 31 Deadline




How to Make Your Pledge Commitment Online for 2026
Go to the https://stpetersef.org/donate/pledge-form/
e Donate > Pledge Form

Complete the form
Click ‘Pledge’ button

STAY CONNECTED!

Webpage: www.stpetersef.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.PetersEssexFells
OpShop Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheOpShop
OpShop Instagram: @opshopstpeters

The next deadline for the monthly Messenger will be May 27. Please feel free to email
news and events to info@stpetersef.org

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Nathaniel Darville, Rector, darville@stpetersef.org

The Rev. Virginia Jenkins Whatley, Deacon, whatley@stpetersef.org

Mark A. Trautman, Director of Music and Administrator, trautman@stpetersef.org
Lindsay Thompson, Sunday School Director, thompson@stpetersef.org

DJ Elmorte, Bookkeeper, bookkeepet.stpeters@gmail.com

Chris Sheatin, Sexzon, shearin@stpetersef.org

THE VESTRY OF ST. PETER’S CHURCH
Jim Irwin and Barbara Gargiulo, Wardens
Christine Albano, Erika Grothues, Sarah Latson, Karen Mosher, Iestry Members

LITURGY & FORMATION LEADERS

Altar Guild: Candace Catr, cancarr13@gmail.com, Alice Samuels, inkyretited@aol.com,
Karen Mosher, looker-mosher@msn.com

Acolytes: Parish Office, info@stpetersef.org

Eucharistic Ministers/Chalicists: Father Nate Darville, darville@stpetersef.org
Lectors: Kathleen McLaughlin, kathleenmcl27@gmail.com

Music Program: Mark A. Trautman, trautman@stpetersef.org

Ushers: Wayne Copeland, waynecopeland@keyconsult.com

St. Peter’s Youth (SPY): Father Nate Darville, darville@stpetersef.org

Sunday School: Lindsay Thompson, thompson@stpetersef.org

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

St. Peter’s Opportunity Shop: Stephanie Kent and Dawn Ruggiero, 973-226-0337

David St. George Outreach Fund: Erika Grothues, davidstgeorge.committee(@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Shelter: Liz Irwin, lizcirwin@verizon.net

Christine’s Kitchen: Jennifer and Kurt Vonderahe, jcvonderahe(@gmail.com

Vacation Bible School: Luke and Sarah Latson, spefvbs@gmail.com

St. Peter’s Nursery School: Jacqueline Albietz, stpetersessexfellsns@gmail.com.

EPISCOPAL LEADERSHIP
The Most Reverend Sean Rowe, XXTVTII Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Carlye J. Hughes, X1 Bishop of Newark

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church e 271 Roseland Avenue, Essex Fells, NJ 07021 ¢ 973.226.6500
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