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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS THANKS

Thanks to the Altar Guild for their hard work throughout the

season, and the beautiful decorations in the Nave and All

Saints’ Chapel.

Thanks to Giulia Utz, Diane Kazimir, Mark Trautman,

Garrison Block, Adele Block, Candace Carr, Nancy Connor,

Deacon Ginny, and Father Nate for reading at Lessons and

Carols; and thanks to all who helped with the reception.

Thanks to our Parish Choir: Rheagan Alexander, Michael

Barretti, Bridget Delehanty, Elizabeth Glynn, Kevin Johnson,

Diane Kazimir, Joan Loiacano, Sarah Mossmann, Carl Sturcke, Giulia Utz; and Handbell
Choir: Candace Carr, Colin Carr Pam Garvey, Liz Irwin, Margot Dockrell, Karen
Mosher for their beautiful music at Lessons and Carols and Christmas.

Thanks to Connor Leach and Laura Papparato for sharing their musical gifts at the 4 pm
Christmas setvice.

Thanks to Laura Copeland, Beth Manfre, and Mark Trautman for their leadership of the
Nativity Pageant, and to Sunday School Director Lindsay Thompson for preparing the
children so well.

Thanks to all Acolytes, Lectors, and Ushers for their leadership in all of our Christmas
liturgies.

Thanks to all who gave generously to Poinsettias and Music this season.

Christmas Food Drive

A big thank you to everyone at St. Peter’s and from the wider
community who generously contributed to the Christmas Food
Drive to benefit Caldwell Food Pantry! An enormous amount of
non-perishable food items was collected (enough to fill two pickup
trucks and three cars!) plus more than $1,300 in cash donations that
were used to purchase grocery gift cards for the Food Pantry staff
to distribute. The SPY kids, along with Maggie Wohltmann and
Sarah Latson, helped receive and sort

donations and created more than thirty

breakfast bags to be enjoyed on Christ-

mas morning. Thanks also to Christina

Doyle, who helped organize the event.

Thank you again for helping to make

Christmas a little brighter for local

families in need. Merry Christmas!

—Lag Irwin



A Big SPY Thank You

Thank you to our St. Peter’s family and friends
for their amazing contributions to the
Christmas Food Drive. The turnout was
amazing. SPY (St. Peter’s Youth) members,
friends, and family members were busy
organizing the items. Thank you to Liz, Jim,
and Christina for coordinating this wonderful
outreach event. Thank you also to those who
attended SPY Coffee Hour on Sunday,
December 14. It was wonderful to hear the
SPY members present their Washington, D.C.
mission trip experience and kickoff this
summer’s mission trip to Boston. If you wish
to support SPY, please send donations to the
Parish Office marked “SPY.” Thank you to
those who have already donated.—AMaggie Wobltmann

Stewardship 2026

This fall’s stewardship drive is Gifts From Our
Souls. Over the course of this fall, we have been
prayerfully discerning how we can use our gifts of
time, talent, and treasure to show Jesus’ love to
each other, the greater West Essex community,
and beyond. Stewardship information will arrive in
your mailboxes and inboxes next week. Pledges can

be made online: https:/ | stpetersef-org/ donate/ pledge-form,
or the OR code below.

Stewardship Themes for ‘Gifts from Our Souls’:

WONDER: Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.—1.uke 1:46

WEALTH: For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. —Matthew 6:21
WORKS: Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people. —Galatians 6:92a

WISDOM: Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gift each of you has recezved.—1 Peter 4:10

WORSHIP: All who worship God, come here and listen; 1 will tell you everything God has
done for me. —Psalm 66:16

Our budget for 2026 is $420,000, which supports:
> Family Ministries, such as St. Peter’s Youth Group (SPY)
<& Worship Supplies, such as Bread and Wine

<& Special Events, such as the Street Fair

<& Maintenance of Church Buildings and Grounds, such as Snow Removal
< Salaries for Parish Staff, such as the new Sunday School Director

<& Parish Music Program

<& Utilities, such as St. Petet’s Online Presence

<& The Diocese of Newark Ministries, such as our Deacon

‘Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.”—Luke 1:46
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Coffee Hour—A special time for fellowship!

Please consider signing up to host a coffee hour on Sundays immediately after the 10 am
service. It is an important time for us to connect with one another and meet our guests
and visitors. You can sign up on the sheet posted in the upper room or contact Mary
Shearin at shearchaos38@gmail.com to let us know the date you prefer. Feel free to sign
up with a friend! All instructions will be provided.

Sunday School

We currently have two classes, which are located in the Undercroft. The Sunday School
program begins with pre-K, age 4, and continues through grade 6, when the children
transition to the St. Peter’s Youth program (SPY). Sunday School meets from 10:00 am—
about 10:40 am, after which the children join their families in church for Holy Communion.
Sunday School lessons are interactive, discussion-based explorations of faith with stories,
crafts and imaginative exercises.

Family Eucharist—January 11

One Sunday each month children and their parents together attend the Family Eucharist, a
service in which the children fulfill leadership roles. Nursery Care is available during the 10
am service for infants and toddlers from September through June. The ushers are happy to
direct you to the nursery. If you choose to bring your child to church, there is a “safe space”
in the north transept where children can play (they must be accompanied by an adult). Please
feel free to reach out to me any time at thompson@stpetersef.org. —Lindsay Thompson

Prayer Circle

We join together in All Saints” Chapel following the 10 am Mass on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month. This is a short, focused prayer group where we offer our concerns
and thanksgivings to God, both aloud and in our hearts. This brief time includes reading
prayers and quiet meditation. If you are not able to attend, please share your requests with
Deacon Ginny at whatley@stpetersef.org.

IN THE WIDER COMMUNITY

St. Peter’s OpShop

Bring a friend and come shop with us: Thursdays 11-2; Saturdays 10-2. We are closed for the
holiday and will reopen on Thursday, January 8. Do you enjoy the Op Shop? Have a few hours to
spare to belp sort, hang, re-stock or work in the shop? Reach out to us—come by during regular
hours and let’s see how you can join our small but mighty crew of volunteers.

AROUND THE PARISH AND COMING UP

Holy Baptism, January 11

The First Sunday after the Epiphany: the Baptism of Our Lord
will be celebrated on January 11, 2026. This is one of the four
principal Baptismal feasts in the Church Year. If you or
someone you know desires the Sacrament of Holy Baptism,
please reach out to the Parish Office (info@stpeters.otg).

Street Fair Co-Chair

The St. Peter’s Street Fair is a beloved and annual event that has

served as a wonderful outreach to the greater West Essex Community since 1932. We are
looking for a Chair or Co-Chair for this important event. Reach out to Mary Shearin
(shearchaos38@gmail.com) to learn how you can be a part of this important and exciting
ministry.
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Prayer List

St. Peter’s is a community of prayer and service. Holding
one another’s joys, sorrows, and concerns before God in
prayer is a spiritual practice at the heart of our life
together. We encourage you to pray throughout the week
for these members of our parish family. We invite you to
add yourself or others to the St. Peter’s prayer list by
submitting a request to the Parish Office at
info@stpeters.org or 973-226-6500.

Laurie Aleott, Joan Aliotta, Stanley An, Amye Becker, Duffy

Bell, Nancy Bivona, Kris Blake, Carl, Carl Carvell, Muriel

Bowness, Kathy Calfee, Martha Capel, Frank Cintron, Adele

Corcoran, Becky Dawson, Gabriel Cowell, Arnie Hartelius, Wayne Hill, Tania Jenkins, Eddie K., Jeffrey
Kamel, Katherine Kamen, Robert Kazimir, Ed Kamper, Colin Kelley, Katie King, Neal King, Lauren L.,
Laurieann, Sally 1., Mark Lewis, Ben M., Marino Family, Tom Marriott, Bill Musser, Nunno Family,
Lisa & Gary Pyne, Richardson & Dickhaus families, Craig Roper, Ruth Ann, Sarah, Kathy Stanton,
Michael Whatley, Frank Zupa.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING — Sunday, January 18, 2026

The Annual Meeting of St. Peter’s Church will be Sunday, January 18, 2026, following the 10
am Eucharist. Come cast your vote for your Warden, Vestry Members, and Diocesan
Convention delegates. Those elected to the Vestry, and those elected to represent the parish
in Diocesan capacities are expected to be faithful in their attendance at worship and to set an
example in stewardship.

The Episcopal Church defines the qualifications of votes and officers to be elected:

e The voters shall be baptized, at least 16 years of age, domiciled in the Parish, of good
moral character, adhering to this Church and to no other religious body, regular
attendants at the services of the Church in said Parish, meaning thereby those who are
more frequently present than absent, and regular contributors to the current expenses of
the Parish in the manner prescribed by the Vestry.

e The qualified voters shall elect such officers who shall be communicants in good
standing. The term “communicant” shall be taken to mean a person who has been
confirmed by a Bishop of this Church or by a Bishop of a Church in communion with
this Church or has been received into this Church by a Bishop of this Church, and who
shall have received the Holy Communion at least once during the preceding year.

ANNUAL REPORT
Each person in charge a committee or program should prepare a written report about the
ministry and activities of your group or committee. If you need help compiling your report,
please reach out to the Parish Office.

Many thanks in advance for your continued leadership, cooperation, and timeliness.
All submissions for the Annual Report are due in the Parish Office by Monday, January
12, 2026; email to info@stpetersef.org.

VESTRY NOMINATING COMMITTEE
POSITIONS OPEN INCLUDE:

o Six Vestry positions: one for warden, two for two-year terms; three for three-year terms

Three delegates to Diocesan Convention
Three alternates to Diocesan Convention
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CALLED TO SERVICE: VESTRY

What does the Vestry do?

It is the legal governing body of the parish, the “board of trustees.” With the rector as its
leader, it sets policy and goals and oversees the finances and property. In addition, it has
another equally important role: providing leadership to implement the ministries that serve
the parish and the wider community. The Vestry actively supports the work and ministry of
the parish.

Who can run for Vestry?

Any baptized member of the Episcopal Church who has been a member of St. Peter’s in
good standing for at least one year, is at least 16 years old, makes a regular financial
contribution to the parish, and worships regularly at St. Peter’s.

Is there an expected time commitment?

Yes. A standard term is three years. The Vestry meets once each month. And, because every
vestry member’s voice counts, our goal is for members to allow no more than three
unexcused absences from regular meetings in a year.

What do we look for in a vestry member?

Someone who is involved in some parish ministry, and preferably (but not necessarily) has
shown some leadership ability. They should keep informed about the parish and be willing
to contribute to working out solutions to issues that arise. Every Vestry member should
work respectfully with other members and participate in discerning the parish’s vision and
encouraging its ministries. The Vestry affords people the opportunity to share a variety of
their own gifts and talents.

How are Vestry members chosen?
Candidates are nominated by the Nominating Committee, whose recommendation must be
approved by the Vestry, and they are elected at the annual meeting.

How does the Nominating Committee work?

It accepts suggestions from parishioners, discusses possible candidates, decides who it thinks
should be nominated, makes sure people are willing to run, and presents a proposed slate to
the Vestry. The approved nominees are then announced to the parish.

How do I nominate someone?

You may complete and give this form to Fr. Nate or a member of the Nominating
Committee, or put it in the alms basin, or send it to the Parish Office. (info@stpetersef.org)
You may nominate yourself or someone else.

Here are my suggestions for Vestry and/or Diocesan Convention:

Name

I recommend the following person(s) for:

Vestry

Diocesan Convention

Please matke sure each nominee is willing to be considered. Deadline for nominations is January 5, 2026.
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Advent and Christmas 2025



JANUARY 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Altar Guild, 10
am
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
AA, 7 pm Morrison OpShop, 11 Altar Guild, 10
HE, 8 am, 4pm, | St. Paul’s Requiem, 10 am-2 pm am
Chapel Men’s Shelter am Parish Choir, OpShop, 10
10 am, Church | N.S. reopens Parish Staff 7:30 pm am-2 pm
meeting, 1 pm
Handbell
Choir, 7 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop, 11 Altar Guild, 10
meeting, 1 pm | am-2 pm am
HE, 8 am, 4pm, Handbell Parish Choir, OpShop, 10
Chapel Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm am-2 pm
10 am, Fam.
Eucharist
C&C, 11:15,
Chapel
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop, 11 Altar Guild, 10
Martin Luther meeting, 1 pm | am-2 pm am
HE, 8 am, 4pm, | King, Jr. Day Handbell Parish Choir, OpShop, 10
Chapel Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm am-2 pm
10 am, Church
Annual
Meeting
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Epiphany 3 AA, 7 pm Parish Staff OpShop, 11 Altar Guild, 10
HE, 8 am, 4pm, meeting, 1 pm | am-2 pm am
fgape/ . Handbell Parish Choir, OpShop, 10
am, Fam. : . -
Fucharist Choir, 7 pm 7:30 pm am-2 pm
C&C, 11:15,
Chapel




How to Make Your Pledge Commitment Online
Go to the https://stpetersef.org/donate/pledge-form/

e Donate > Pledge Form

Complete the form

Click ‘Pledge’ button

STAY CONNECTED!

Webpage: www.stpetersef.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/St.PetersEssexFells
OpShop Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TheOpShop
OpShop Instagram: @opshopstpeters

The next deadline for the monthly Messenger will be January 26. Please feel free to
email news and events to info@stpetersef.org

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Nathaniel Darville, Rector, darville@stpetersef.org

The Rev. Virginia Jenkins Whatley, Deacon, whatley@stpetersef.org

Mark A. Trautman, Director of Music and Administrator, trautman@stpetersef.org
Lindsay Thompson, Sunday School Director, thompson@stpetersef.org

DJ Elmorte, Bookkeeper, bookkeepet.stpeters@gmail.com

Chris Sheatin, Sexzon, shearin@stpetersef.org

THE VESTRY OF ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Jim Irwin and Mary Shearin, Wardens; Christine Albano, Barbara Gargiulo, Erika Grothues,
Sarah Latson, Kurt Vonderahe, Vestry Members

LITURGY & FORMATION LEADERS

Altar Guild: Candace Catr, cancarr13@gmail.com, Alice Samuels, inkyretited@aol.com,
Karen Mosher, looker-mosher@msn.com

Acolytes: Parish Office, info@stpetersef.otrg

Eucharistic Ministers/Chalicists: Father Nate Darville, darville@stpetersef.org
Lectors: Kathleen McLaughlin, kathleenmcl27@gmail.com

Music Program: Mark A. Trautman, trautman@stpetersef.org

Ushers: Wayne Copeland, waynecopeland@keyconsult.com

St. Peter’s Youth (SPY): Father Nate Darville, darville@stpetersef.org

Sunday School: Lindsay Thompson, thompson@stpetersef.org

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

St. Peter’s Opportunity Shop: Stephanie Kent and Dawn Ruggiero, 973-226-0337

David St. George Outreach Fund: Erika Grothues, davidstgeorge.committee(@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Shelter: Liz Irwin, lizcirwin@verizon.net

Christine’s Kitchen: Jennifer and Kurt Vonderahe, jcvonderahe(@gmail.com

Vacation Bible School: Luke and Sarah Latson, spefvbs@gmail.com

St. Peter’s Nursery School: Jacqueline Albietz, stpetersessexfellsns@gmail.com.

EPISCOPAL LEADERSHIP
The Most Reverend Sean Rowe, XXTVTII Presiding Bishop and Primate of The Episcopal Church
The Right Reverend Carlye J. Hughes, X1 Bishop of Newark

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church e 271 Roseland Avenue, Essex Fells, NJ 07021 ¢ 973.226.6500
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